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SUBJECT: EX-PRESIDENT DIAZ ORDAZ IS NEW GOM AMBASSADOR 
TO SPAIN 

1 . THE RENEWAL OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN GOM AND 
GOS FOLLOWING NEARLY 40-YEAR HIATUS PROMPTED SPECULATION 
OF POSSIBLE AMBASSADORIAL CANDIDATES INCLUDING EX- 
PRESIDENT MIGUEL ALEMAN AND MARIO MOYA PALENCIA, FORMER 
M INISTER OF THE INTERIOR AND LEADING LOSING CANDIDATE FOR 
THE PRI PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION AGAINST LOPEZ PORTILLO. 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT ON APRIL 4 THAT FORMER PRESIDENT GUSTAVO 
DIAZ ORDAZ HAD BEEN NAMED CAME AS A SURPRISE TO LOCAL 
OBSERVERS. DIAZ ORDAZ, WHO WAS I POWER FROM 1964-70 AND 
ENJOYED A PERIOD OF WARM RELATIONS WITH THE US, HAS SINCE 
HIS DEPARTURE FROM OFFICE BEEN ENTIRELY OUT OF THE PUBLIC 
SPOTLIGHT IN MEXICO, PRESUMABLY BECAUSE OF ECHEVERRIA'S 
DISFAVOR FOR HIM. SINCE GUSTAVO DIAZ ORDAZ WAS 
VIRTUALLY OSTRACIZED DURING THE ECHEVERRIA ADMINISTRATION, 
THE NOMINATION OF GUSTAVO DIAZ ORDAZ SEEMS TO BE A MOVE 
DESIGNED BY GOM PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO TO DEMONSTRATE 
HIS INDEPENDENCE FROM ECHEVERRIA. THE SELECTION OF DIAZ 
ORDAZ AS AMBASSADOR WAS MET WITH SPECIAL DISSATISFACTION 
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BY MEXICAN LIBERAL ELEMENTS, AND IN FACT, PROVOKED THE 
RESIGNATION OF CARLOS FUENTES, AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE, WHO 
SAID HE COULD NOT ACCEPT DIAZ ORDAZ AS A COLLEAGUE IN THE 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS. DIAZ ORDAZ CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE 
AT THE FONOFF TO ANSWER HIS CRITICS. 

2. DURING THE ONE-HOUR, NO-HOLDS-BARRED, QUESTION-AND- 
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ANSWER SESSION, DIAZ ORDAZ NOTED THAT HE HAD ONLY VISITED 
SPAIN ONCE IN HIS LIFE AND THAT HE HAS ABSOLUTELY NO 
FINANCIAL INTERESTS THERE. HE WAS NOT ABLE TO GIVE A 
DEFINITE DATE FOR HIS ARRIVAL IN SPAIN AND ADDED THAT 
HIS NEW POSITION IS A SACRIFICE FOR HIM, WHICH HE HAS 
ACCEPTED BECAUSE THE CURRENT PRESIDENT PERSONALLY RE- 
QUESTED THIS OF HIM. DIAZ ORDAZ PROFESSED IGNORANCE 
CONCERNING FUENTES RESIGNATION (FYI, FUENTES, IN 1968 
RESIGNED A FONOFF POSITION OUT OF PROTEST TO DIAZ ORDAZ' 
HANDLING OF THE FAMOUS TLALTELOLCO STUDENT "MASSACRE" 
PRIOR TO THE OLYMPIC GAMES) BUT DEFENDED AT LENGTH HIS 
OWN ACTIONS REGARDING THE SUPPRESSION OF THE 68 STUDENT 
MOVEMENT. DIAZ ORDAZ ADDED THAT HE HAS REMAINED SILENT 
FOR THE PAST SEVEN YEARS OUT OF RESPECT TO THE SOVEREIGNTY 
OF THE GOVERNMENT THAT SUCCEEDED HIM AND THAT IT WAS IM- 
PORTANT THAT ALL PRESIDENTS (I.E., ESPECIALLY ECHEVERRIA) 
MAINTAIN THAT SAME RELATIONSHIP TO THEIR SUCCESSORS. 

3. DIAZ ORDAZ WAS BORN IN THE STATE OF PUEBLA IN MARCH 
1911. HE RECEIVED HIS LAW DEGREE IN 1937 AND WAS A 
CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND SENATOR, AS WELL AS 
MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, PRIOR TO BECOMING PRESIDENT IN 
1964. THE MOST INFAMOUS EVENT OF HIS REGIME WAS THE 
TLALTELOLCO DEMONSTRATION IN WHICH HE CALMED A STUDENT 
UPRISING AT THE COST OF MANY LIVES, BOTH STUDENT AND 
SOLDIER. GUSTAVO DIAZ ORDAZ READS ENGLISH, ALTHOUGH HE 
DOES NOT SPEAK IT WELL. HE WAS WIDOWED A FEW YEARS AGO 
AND HAS THREE GROWN CHILDREN. THOMPSON 
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